Introduction | 11

CHAPTER 1
Geogmp/oical characteristics of the Island of Patmos | 19

I.1. The name of the Island | 19
1.2. The island’s location | 20
1.3. Topography | 23

1.4. Geology | 29

1.5. Water and soil | 31

1.6. Climate | 32

1.7. Flora and fauna | 33

1.8. Population | 39

1.9. Agriculture and economy | 41
CHAPTER 2

Pre-Jobannine bistory of Patmos | 47

2.1. Patmos in mythology | 47
2.2. History of Patmos to the I°* century | 52
CHAPTER 3

Saint]obn and his exile on the Island of Patmos | 71

3.1.
3.1.1.
3.1.2.
3.2.
3.2.1.
3.2.2.

The ﬁgure of Saint John in the New Testament and tradition | 71
The author of Revelation | 71

Saint John the Apostle | 77

Testimonies on the exile of Saint John to Patmos | 83

Biblical and patristic testimonies | 83

Pseudepigraphic testimonies and oral traditions | 90

06.03.2024 16:06:26



PATMOS.indd 8

PATMOS. THE ISLAND OF ST. JOHN

3.3. Acts of Jobn by Prochorus
— a passage about the stay of Saint John and Prochorus on Patmos —
Summary | 102

CHAPTER 4

The ]okannine places on Patmos | 111

4.1. Places of Saint ]ohn’s evangelical actiVity | 114

4.1.1. Phora (Skala) | 114

4.1.2. Sykamia | 136

4.1.3. Myrinousa | 139

4.1.4. Karos | 148

4.1.5.  Agroikia (Grikos) | 151

4.1.6. Kallikatsou | 154

4.1.7. Psili Ammos | 159

4.1.8.  The Cave of Kynops | 162

4.2, The Cave of the Apocalypse (Katastasis) — the place St. John
received the vision | 164

4.2.1. Testimonies about the revelation in the cave | 166

4.2.2.  Tera Apocalypsis | 167

4.2.3.  Exemplary accounts of pilgrims and travelers about the cave | 179

4.3, The Book of Revelation — the "place” where the visions
were written | 182

4.3.1. Ancient testimonies about Patmos as the place Revelation
was written | 182

4.3.2.  References to the realities of Patmos in the Book of Revelation | 187

4.3.2.1. References to the religious realities | 188

4.3.2.2. References to the geographical realities | 190

CHAPTER 5

Post-]o/oannine kistory of Patmos | 197

5.1.

5.2.
5.3.

The first years of Christianity on Patmos
from the 274 to the 6th centuries | 197

Depopulation of Patmos from the 7th to the 110 centuries | 199

Christodoulos’ arrival on Patmos and the construction
of the Monastery and the Church of St. John the Theologian
from the 11" to the 12th centuries | 200

06.03.2024 16:06:27



PATMOS.indd 9

CONTENTS

5.4.
5.5.

5.6.

5.7

The rule of the Venetians and the Joannites from 1207 to 1522 | 209

The rule of the Turks over the Islands of the Aegean Sea
from 1522 to 1912 | 211

The rule of the Italians, Germans and English
from 1912 to 1946 | 229

Incorporating Patmos into Greece on February 10, 1947 | 232

Tbeologiml re_ﬂection: A spiritualjom’neyfrom the places to the Person | 239

Sommario | 247

Zusammenfassung | 251

Bibliography | 255

06.03.2024 16:06:27



